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FIGURE 4.10: Polar radius ¢t and mean radius

is the geometric mean of all three axes (Fig. 4.10). (In a more familiar notation this
R = v/a?b, the sphere being defined as having the same volume as the ellipsoid.)
In view of the smallness of f, (4-210) reduces in the linear approximation to
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| = Using (4-209) with (4-211), this gives
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05 (since w? = O(f), we have been able simply to replace 8 by ¢ in the last term).
\ Introducing the dimensionless quantity (4-66), in the present units
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which is O(f), we thus have to O(f)
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